POETS AND THINKERS REBEL

was not the only one. As early as the end of the
fifteenth century there were already historical and
satirical poems of considerable merit in the Polish
language.

The University of Cracow was one of the fore-
most Universities in Europe, with a steady stream
of students not only from Poland, but also from
Hungary, Transylvania, Moravia, Silesia, Prussia,
Pomerania and Brandenburg, and even from
Bavaria, Franconia, Swabia, Saxony, Thuringia,
the Tyrol and Switzerland. The classics were
studied with great zeal, while the Theologians of
the University played an important role not only
at home but also abroad. No fewer than seventeen
Professors attended the Councils of Constance
and Basle, where commentaries on classical
authors, and questions of grammar, style and
rhetoric were dealt with. The majority of the
Professors were trained at the Universities of
Bologna and Padua. At the turn of the fifteenth
century Mathematics and Natural History were
taught by fifteen Professors, one of them being
Adalbert Brudzewski, a scholar of European fame.
The most brilliant student of the University,
however, was Copernicus who * halted the sun and
made the earth move* and who, alone and unaided,
dared to oppose himself to * sound commonsense*,
as well as to the doctrines accepted for thousands
of years by all humanity, and laid the foundations
of a true conception of the Universe.

Naturally, German racial jealousy could not but
contest the Polish claim to Copernicus as a son of
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